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Minutes—Annual 
Town Meeting of April 4, 2006
Attendees:  Committee: Irwin Faibisch, Laurens Van der Tak.  ASE SEWALL, THE ostd ACCOUNTANT STOOD IN FOR occ MEMBER kATHY KING WHO WAS ABSENT.  aLSO: FOR Eleanor Dillon, PAT Mazuzan (REPRESENTING MARILYN MAZUZAN, WHO WAS ABSENT, and about 30 additional town residents. 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Irwin Faibisch at the YMCA Arlawn Program Center at 7:30 PM following a brief social period.  

Mr. Faibisch introduced the Committee Members and identified Special Contributors, Kathy King and Marilyn Mazuzan who were absent.  The attending town residents introduced themselves.  
Laurens van der Tak provided a summary of the Drainage Project, which is complete.  

Daley Lane

Mr. van der Tak indicated that landscaping had been put in the Fall in Daley Lane and that the Committee is seeking a landscaping contractor for annual maintenance of Daley Lane.  The Committee is also seeking aa contractor to refurbish the benches, STOP sign, lighting and pergola on Daley Lane.  
NIH
Pat Mazuzan reported on behalf of Marilyn Mazuzan, who was absent at a Suburban Hospital Committee meeting.  He provided a status report on the NIH fence, which is complete and has been activated.  He indicated that Tom Galegher, who had been chair of the committee Marilyn was on has left.  He was replaced by John Burkwell.  

Key issues Marilyn has been tracking is the refurbishment of the South Lawn area and the noise problem near a new building.  Neither issue impacts Oakmont directly.
The NIH perimeter bus is running and available for access to Metro.  
It was rumored that it might be closing but that could not be confirmed.
Suburban Hospital
Pat indicated that since the Fall Marilyn has also been serving on a committee monitoring the hospital’s plans for expansion.  The hospital is 50 years old and does not meet current standards that call for private rooms for all patients.  At the last meeting the Hospital rolled out its proposed expansion plan, but representatives of Huntington Terrace adjacent to the hospital pulled out of the meeting in protest.








Treasurer’s Report

Ase Sewall provided the Oakmont Annual Budget FY 2006 + Projection, which was discussed.  It is attached herewith.  Ase pointed out that in FY2005 there had been a big increase in Income Tax revenues.  She pointed out that those had not yet been received for this fiscal year, which ends June 30, but had spoken to the MD Income Tax representative who assured her that an additional $36,000 in revenues are still coming this year to Oakmont.  Ase summarized that the Drainage project had cost about $500,000 all together.  Without similar large expenses projected OSTD annual budgets were expected to show an increase in cash reserves.  Given the uncertainties in costs associated with implementing an ordinance for construction permits, it was decided to leave the property tax as is.

Irv moved that the tax rate remain at $0.06/$100, which was unanimously passed.
The issue of the OSTD paying the costs of the Solid Waste Charge and the Water Quality Protection Charge was discussed.  The OSTD had voted to cover these costs 2 years ago.  Ase indicated that they had been paid last year, but had not yet been paid this year.  The OSTD was exploring how to have these automatically paid by the County but recent indications suggested that the County would not allow this, so Ase would have to either write individual checks or do electronic payments for all OSTD residents.




Parking Report
Eleanor Dillon, Parking Marshal, conducted a discussion of the parking situation.  She reported the distribution of 70 temporary parking permits.  


















Town Officers
Laurens van der Tak has assumed the Chairmanship through May 2007.  David Levy and Barbara Moskowitz were elected to three-year terms.  David will serve as Treasurer and Barbara as Secretary.  




Picnic

Mr. Faibisch reported that the date selected for the annual town picnic is September 9, 2006, with a rain date of September 16.  


Ordinance to Require a Permit for Building Construction, Etc.
Discussion was held regarding a Draft Ordinance that was prepared in response to the issue of tear-downs discussed at the 2005 annual meeting.  Mr. Faibisch provided an overview of the Ordinance (attached), which as prepared for the OSTD by Knopf & Brown.  He indicated that the ordinance allows the Town to impose a bond of up to $5000 for construction projects in the OSTD, in order to protect our investment in roads, curbs and sidewalks.  It was mentioned that there are many recent examples suggesting that the County was not properly enforcing its own rules for building height, setbacks, etc. (for example, Clarksburg).  

Mr. van der Tak pointed out that it is not clear in the Ordinance, but the primary intent is to make sure that the County does what it is supposed to do.  We do not intend to impose stricter construction rules.  It was noted that the County is currently reviewing its own rules for building height.

It was suggested that the Ordinance still needs considerable work before putting it to a vote, so that thereafter the revised Ordinance could be taken to the County for approval.  Issues of concern expressed by those present include:

· What are the legal liabilities for the OSTD by imposing the Ordinance?

· Have we determined what it would cost to implement this?  Implementation could get costly and potentially incur legal costs in addition to costs for plan review by consultants.  
· It was suggested that we should look at what other small towns in Montgomery County are doing.
· It was suggested that rather than imposing a permit requirement the OSTD should impose a notification requirement, with a bond requirement, which might incur less liability.

It was pointed out that some of the large new buildings that have been built in the Town would not have violated any County code, so nothing this Ordinance would do to stop construction of that size.  
Snow Removal
The costs of the new snow removal service instituted this past winter were discussed.  While most of those present were pleased by the addition of the sidewalk clearing, some expressed surprise because they had not noticed the new service.  Ase Sewall and Laurens van der Tak pointed out that the cost of labor under the new contract seemed very high for the sidewalk clearing.  There was a motion to eliminate sidewalk clearing from our snow removal contract and to seek other options for that.

New Business
It was suggested that the OSTD might consider replacing concrete driveway aprons on the upper end of Oakmont Avenue, which were not replaced during previous projects.

There was a motion to reinvestigate the options and costs for burying overhead power lines.  This has previously been suggested and evaluated.  There also was a motion to look at installing nicer street lights.
Mr. Faibisch adjourned the town meeting at 9:00 PM.
Laurens van der Tak
Secretary
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