Oakmont Special Taxing District

Minutes of the Oakmont Citizen’s Committee

Special Meeting to Review Plans for 5516 Oak Place

8:30 pm  July 6, 2006

Attendees:  Laurens van der Tak, Chair; David Levy, Treasurer; Barbara Moskowitz, Secretary; and Irv and Fran Faibisch, residents.

Old Business
Curb Cut Request

Doug Monsein of Douglas Construction, the builder of the house at 5516 Oak Place, wants permission to create a circular driveway at the request of the new buyer, and he furnished Laurens with a copy of a site plan and a letter stating the reasons for the request, as follows:

1. The owner has three children and the potential for four cars in the family, for which he wants to have off-street parking;

2. The property shares a driveway with the adjacent neighbor to the west, so cars cannot be parked in the drive without blocking the neighbor’s access;

3. The requested driveway is not a “true” circular drive in that it creates a more gentle turning area and requires only one curb cut beyond what already exists;

4. One-side parking restrictions and the narrowness of Oak Place limit on-street parking options;

5. Another house on the block, near the Hempstead end of the street, already has a circular drive, although that lot is 60 feet wide.

In a separate phone conversation with Laurens, Mr. Monsein stated that if Oakmont does not permit the curb cut, he and the owner have agreed they will pave the front yard to create the desired parking area.

This lot is 50 feet wide, has a two-car garage at the rear, and plans call for a paved pad in front of the garage sufficient to hold two cars.  Montgomery County Code requires a 70-foot lot for a circular drive, although they sometimes make exceptions to this rule, and Bob Bucklin in the planning office has informed Mr. Monsein that Oakmont, not Montgomery County, has jurisdiction with regard to permitting the additional curb cut needed for a circular drive.

Committee members walked to the actual site to better judge the situation and noted the following:

1. The area in front of the house where the driveway will be installed is quite small, leaving little area for landscaping;

2. Most of the lot (perhaps as much as 85%) will be covered with either house or pavement, leaving little pervious surface area to absorb storm water run-off;

3. The additional curb cut requested is directly opposite an area where cars often park rather than opposite another drive.

Discussion centered on aesthetics and the limited landscaping permitted by either a circular drive or a paved front yard; on how allowing the cut might set a precedent that could adversely affect parking; and on the potential for damage to downhill properties due to storm water run-off.  The drainage issue caused the greatest concern in light of the money already spent to alleviate severe drainage problems in the town, and Committee members agreed to use the request for a curb cut as a means of trying to gain concessions that would lesson the impact of so much impervious surface.

Barbara and Laurens are unavailable for the next regularly-scheduled meeting on Tuesday, July 11, so Laurens  will ask Mr. Monsein and the owner to attend a meeting on Monday, July 10, to discuss the request further.  Laurens will also invite one of the attorneys from Knopf and Brown to attend that meeting to clarify any legal issues that might arise.

Water and Sewer Payment Reimbursement

The Committee briefly considered the ungoing issue of reimbursing residents for the water and sewer charge that is part of the property tax bill.  For this process to occur automatically, we must confirm for the County the names and addresses of town members.  It is too late in the year for automating the process for this year’s taxes.

Action Item:  David will tell Ase to provide these names and addresses to the County now in order to automate the process for next year.  We will defer a decision on how to handle payments for this year until a later meeting.

