Oakmont Special Taxing District

Minutes of the Oakmont Citizen’s Committee

8:30 pm  June 15, 2006

Attendees:  Laurens van der Tak, Chair; David Levy, Treasurer; Barbara Moskowitz, Secretary; Marilyn Mazuzan, NIH Community Liaison Representative; and Irv Faibisch.

Minutes:  Revised minutes from the May 9 and May 23 meetings were approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Ase has been away and has not been able to meet with David, so there was no treasurer’s report at this meeting.  David and Ase will meet next week.

Community Liaison Report:  The Suburban Hospital committee has not started meeting again, and there was nothing new to report from NIH.

Old Business:
Daley Lane:  The new benches are in; posts are up but lighting has not yet been repaired.  The work is taking much longer than anticipated, and the quality of the work is less than expected.  The work is not yet complete, however, and we will wait to judge until workers are finished.

Trees:  Myers & Law appear to have finished the contracted work. 
Action Item: Laurens will verify before payment is authorized.

Survey:  The survey to determine Oakmont opinions regarding mansionization and other issues was approved with minor changes. 

Action Item:  Barbara will print copies of the survey, and a member of the Baden family will distribute it.  Responses will be due in about three weeks.

Ordinance:  Committee members reported on the limited information they got from other towns on the issue of instituting a town permitting process.  We will continue gathering information from other towns.  Because we are so small, Oakmont may want to consider an alliance with Ayrlawn Citizens Association or other similar groups in the area.

Action Item:  Barbara will contact Ara Casey (301-530-5799) to get a sense of whether Ayrlawn is interested in collaborating on this issue.

New Business:  

Driveway Request:  The builder of the house going up next to Irv Faibisch wants permission to create a circular driveway at the request of the new buyer.  This lot is only 50 feet wide, the house already has a garage at the rear, and a circular drive might encroach on a neighbor’s driveway.  The Committee voted unanimously to deny permission for the driveway.  

Action Item:  Laurens will communicate this decision to the builder both verbally and in writing. 

Website:  The Oakmont website needs updating.  Ruth Rowe may be interested in the work; if not we need to find a web hosting company.  The appearance of the site should be unchanged, but information must be updated.  Town minutes and such things as the survey will be added to the site once a new webmaster is hired.

Action Item:  David will write a Scope of Work for the job, ask Ruth if she is interested, and get estimates for the work.

Parking Marshall:  Eleanor’s health has caused her to resign her position as Parking Marshall, and meetings will no longer be held at her home.  Irv Faibisch volunteered to take over the job, and the Committee unanimously agreed.  Laurens sent flowers to Eleanor on behalf of the town.

Monohan house:  Peter Monahan called Barbara after getting the letter regarding concern for the state of his property.  He is in the process of cleaning out the house and hauling junk away.  There is a dumpster at the house now.  When that is completed, he will have a contractor come in to make repairs.  The Committee will take no action other than to continue monitoring the work.

Future Projects:  Marilyn asked if any action had been taken to replace driveway aprons on Oakmont that were not replaced last time this work was being done in the town.  Laurens explained that the apron work will be considered as part of a package that also includes extending the sidewalk on Oak Place to Hempstead.  We still need to speak with the owner of the house where the sidewalk would be constructed, get County permission, and get an estimate for the work. 

