Oakmont Special Taxing District

Oakmont Minutes – Sept. 25, 2007
Attendees:  David Levy; Pat Mazuzan; Barbara Moskowitz

OLD BUSINESS 

Treasurer’s Report

Available funds are $59,404.04, with approximately half of the cost of the picnic (total $1500) having been paid.  Oakmont must complete its audit by October 31.  Pat got bids from three auditors:  One was too expensive; one unsuitable; the third, Debbie Free, is the auditor for Martin’s Addition and is experienced with municipal audits.  She will charge approximately $3,000.  Pat will contact her to begin the process.

Oakmont Charter  

The Committee agreed that language proposed by Barbara to amend the Charter is suitable.  Pat will follow up to get this approved by the State Legislature.  I will write a cover letter showing current and proposed language and put notice of the change on the Web site by October 6.  The town will vote on the change at the same time they consider the proposed Ordinance.  The current language of the Charter states:

The Oakmont Citizens' Committee shall not expend for material or work a sum exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) without having first advertised the specifications therefor and inviting bids for the same, after which the committee may purchase such material or may contract for such work, or have such work done by employed labor, or otherwise as it may deem best; and provided further, that the committee may make contracts, and provided further, that no member of the citizens' committee shall furnish any supplies of any kind or contract in any manner with the citizens' committee. 
Proposed language:

The Oakmont Citizens' Committee may not expend for material or work a sum exceeding ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) without having first advertised the specifications and invited bids for the same, after which the Committee may purchase such material, contract for such work, or have such work done by employed labor as it may deem best.  Provided further that the Committee may, by unanimous vote, enter into a contract exceeding $10,000 without seeking competitive bids in the event that such contract is necessary to meet an urgent need. No member of the Citizens' Committee may furnish any supplies of any kind or contract in any manner with the Citizens' Committee. 
Picnic  
The picnic was well attended and everyone seemed to enjoy it.  Betsy Fielding did a wonderful job of chairing the committee.  Comments that need addressing for future:

1. Not enough charcoal was in the grill so it did not get hot enough to cook burgers and did not stay hot long.

2. There were no buns for hotdogs or burgers as there have been in the past.

3. There were plenty of drinks, but apparently no one replenished the coolers from available when coolers ran low so some people thought we had run out of drinks.

The Committee noted that few people bring meat to cook on the grill and supplying buns for unknown quantities of burgers and hotdogs is often a waste of money.  The potluck items are always sufficient to feed everyone, so the Committee unanimously agreed to stop inviting people to bring food for cooking themselves.  Flyers for future picnics will say the event is a potluck and everyone should bring a dish to share; some will be invited to bring a main dish.  No buns or grill will be provided.

The Committee also agreed that we need a Picnic Guide with details on how the picnic is organized, including key contacts, for future picnic committee members.  Barbara will get information from this year’s committee members and put together the Guide.

Proposed Building Ordinance  
Dave reviewed the Proposed Building Ordinance and made minor changes, which the Committee discussed.  We agreed to change the Ordinance as follows:

1. The developer must provide notice to Oakmont 21 days prior to seeking a County building permit instead of 30 business days.

2. Add language allowing Oakmont to make a change in a timeframe or the amount of the bond by unanimous decision of the Oakmont Committee without going back to the County Council for approval.

3. Add language requiring the builder to notify the Committee in writing of any changes to the plans that occur as a result of the County permitting process.

4. Reduce the required bond amount from $10,000 to $5,000.

A town meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 13, to consider the Ordinance and the Charter Change.  Notice of the meeting will be posted on the Web site and will be sent by mail to all Oakmont residents.  The Committee will consider hiring someone to take official notes at the meeting.

New Business

Donations
The Committee agreed to make the donations to local groups and to add Donations as a line item to our budget in an amount to be determined later.  A donation of $500 was approved for the Fire House at Cedar Lane and Old Georgetown, but the Captain there reports that they are fully funded and do not need the money.  This year’s donations are:

1. $500 to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad.  
2. $250 to Fisher House that assists veterans recommended by Howard Iams.

Action Items
1. David will make recommended changes to the Ordinance and forward it to Pat and Barbara by September 30.

2. Pat will contact Debbie Free to start the Oakmont audit.

3. Barbara will contact Betsy Fielding, Ella Iams, Ruth Gold, and Ase Sewall to thank them for their work on the picnic and begin developing a Picnic Guide.

4. Barbara will write a cover letter for the change to the Charter.

5. Barbara will get the name of the veteran’s group from Howard Iams and give it to Pat, who will make all the donations.  Pat will contact Brian Frosh to get working on the Charter revision after David reviews and comments on the language.
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